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This series of Indian Notes and Mono-

graphs is devoted primarily to the publica-

tion of the results of studies by members of

the staff of the Museum of the American

Indian, Heye Foundation, and is uniform

with Hispanic Notes and Monographs,

published by the Hispanic Society of

America, with which organization this

Museum is in cordial cooperation.
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AN IMAGE AND AN AMULET
OF NEPHRITE FROM

COSTA RICA

By Alanson Skinner

I
N AN unmarked grave at Las Mer-

cedes, Costa Rica, a nephrite im-

age (pi. i) was unearthed by the

Costa Rican expedition of the

Museum of the American Indian, Heye

Foundation, in 1916-17. It is 3| inches in

height, and represents a person with hands

folded on the abdomen, a posture not un-

commonly represented in the larger stone

idols of the district.

The figure wears a headdress which on

close examination appears to be composed
of two outward-facing jaguar heads. Facial

painting or tattooing appears in conven-

tional scroll designs on the cheeks, upper

chest, and arms.

The figurine seems to have been intended
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The nephrite amulet illustrated (pi. n)

is one of thousands of specimens taken from

the necropolis of Las Mercedes by the

Museum's expedition of 1916-17. It is

carved in a lacy pattern showing several

highly conventionalized figures, some of

which may possibly represent parrots. The

specimen is 1 J inch high, by If inch broad.

The work is unusually well done, even for

Costa Rica, and the polished light sea-green

of the nephrite lends a charming effect.

The form seems to be unique, and the object

surpasses
'

in beauty any of the nephrite

amulets in the collection of the National

Museum at San Jose, Costa Rica.
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